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CITY MANGER / VETERANS

Third Time is the Charm for Retiring 
City Manager Steve Salomon

By SALLY HOGARTY
Executive Editor

The old adage “the third time is the 
charm” certainly applies to Orinda City 

Manager Steve Salomon, who announced 
his retirement effective Jan. 7, 2021.

This is not Salomon’s first retirement. In 
September 2013, after serving the City of 
Visalia for 17 years, Salomon retired and 
planned on some quality time with his wife 
Kathy. In November, however, he went to 
work for a consulting firm. In 2015, he once 
again retired.

 “I didn’t intend to work anymore but a 
year later, the City of Benicia asked me to 
be its interim city manager and I accepted,” 
said Salomon.

SALLY HOGARTY

Orinda’s City Manager Steve Salomon has re-
signed effective Jan. 7, 2021. The search for a 
new city manager will soon begin.
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(L-R) Nancy Boren, Mary Carrillo, Vanessa Crews and Terry Lucido, members of the Acalanes Chapter, 
National Society Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR), will coordinate the Wreaths Across America 
Ceremony at the Lafayette Cemetery on Dec. 19, honoring 290 veterans buried there.

Acalanes DAR Chapter Places 
Wreaths on Veteran Graves

By TERRY LUCIDO
Contributing Writer

Each year millions of Americans come 
together to remember the fallen, honor 

those who serve and their families and 
teach the next generation about the value of 
freedom. This gathering of volunteers and 
patriots takes place in local and national 
cemeteries in all 50 states – most recently 
at more than 2,000 participating loca-
tions – as part of National Wreaths Across 
America Day. 

There are 290 veterans buried in the 
historic Lafayette Cemetery, and this is 
the first year the cemetery has participated 
in the National Wreaths Across America 
Day. Local members of the Acalanes 

Chapter of the National Society of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution 
(NSDAR) are raising funds to place a 
wreath on each veteran’s headstone. To 
sponsor a wreath, or to donate, please visit:  
www.WreathsAcrossAmerica.org/CA0565.

Mary Carrillo, Orinda resident and regent 
of the Acalanes DAR Chapter explained, 
“We are coordinating with the local Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars Post 8063 (VFW) 
to have a color guard and bugler at the 
ceremony. Our members and volunteers 
will place a wreath on each veteran’s 
headstone, with each veteran’s name said 
out loud. Please help us place wreaths on 
all 290 gravesites by sponsoring a wreath 
at just $15 each.”

[SEE DAR page 21]

2017, the City Council made him the of-
ficial city manager.

“I have enjoyed working with the Orinda 
community. Residents are very involved 
and people care a great deal about this 
place,” said Salomon. “Orinda also has a 
high quality of political volunteers. You 
don’t find that in many places where the 
city council, the various committees and 
the school board, who are all volunteers, 
give so much and are so knowledgeable.”

Salomon also praised city staff for hard 
work on such projects as the Miner Rd. 
sinkhole, the Art and Garden Center, Wilder 
Fields, road improvements and the Parks 
and Rec program.

“Our Parks and Rec Department was 
working at the highest level in the history 
of the city when COVID-19 hit. It’s been a 
challenge for all our staff, but morale is high 
and turnover remains low,” Salomon said.

In August, Salomon announced his re-
tirement for the third time. Hopefully, the 
third time is really the charm for this public 
servant of more than 45 years.

“Steve Salomon is one of the most out-
standing public managers in California. 
Orinda was so fortunate to have received 
the benefits of his tremendous experience, 
perspective and talents during his tenure 
here. It was an honor and a joy to work 
with him,” said former Mayor and current 
Orinda Vice-Mayor Amy Worth.

Salomon looks forward to spending more 
time with his three adult children and three 
grandchildren, soon to be four. He’s also 
ready to do a lot more hiking, biking and 
kayaking with his wife. The two hope to 
include more traveling in the future.

Sally  Hogarty can be reached at 
sally@theorindanews.com.

As his position in Benicia was coming 
to an end, Salomon received a job offer as 
Orinda’s interim city manager. With the 
experienced Salomon in place, the City 
began an extensive search for a permanent 
city manager. The search, conducted by 
Peckham and McKenney, did not yield 
a candidate as strong as Salomon and in 


